
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

¡VIVA VILLA! FESTIVAL 
CURATORIAL RESIDENCY PROGRAM 

 OPEN CALL 
 
 

Crossed residency between the French Academy in Rome – Villa Medici (Italy), 
the Casa de Velázquez in Madrid (Spain), the Villa Kujoyama in Kyoto (Japan) 
and the Collection Lambert in Avignon (France).  

The ¡Viva Villa! artist-in-residence festival is calling for applications from French-
speaking curators, with no age limit or nationality criteria, for a research, creation 
and design residency for a curatorial project in contemporary art to take place in the 
fall of 2022 in France. 
 
The curatorial residency is part of a hosting program between three French art 
residencies abroad – the French Academy in Rome - Villa Medici, the Casa de 
Velázquez in Madrid and the Villa Kujoyama in Kyoto – presented with the Collection 
Lambert in Avignon. 
 
The curator in residence will be, with the deputy artistic director of the Collection 
Lambert, the co-curator of the 2022 edition of the ¡Viva Villa! festival to be held in 
the fall of 2022 at the Collection Lambert. 
 
He or she will be in charge, jointly with the co-curator and in dialogue with the four 
organizers of the ¡Viva Villa! festival, of the conception and realization of a collective 
exhibition, artistic actions with the public and the editorial follow-up of the 
catalogue. 
 
The curatorial residency will be spread over the seasons 2021 and 2022 and divided 
into stays of one month per institution (the schedule of stays will be decided in 
coordination with the organizers). During two cultural seasons, the co-curator will 
thus have short residencies in the four institutions organizing the 2022 edition of the 
¡Viva Villa! festival in order to meet artists, creators and researchers and to design 
the curatorial project for 2022. 
 
The disciplines hosted in the three residencies are the following: visual arts, design 
and crafts, history and theory of the arts, architecture, musical composition, digital 
arts, performing arts, literature... 
 



CALENDAR OF THE CURATORIAL RESIDENCY PROGRAM: 
 

• Beginning of the residency program → May 2021 
 

• Residency at the French Academy in Rome – Villa Medici, Italy 
            → 1 month in 2021 and 1 month in 2022 
 

• Residency at the Casa de Velázquez in Madrid, Spain 
            → 1 month in 2021 and 1 month in 2022 
 

• Residency at the Villa Kujoyama in Kyoto, Japan 
            → 1 month in 2022 (February / March) 
 

• Residency at the Collection Lambert in Avignon, France 
            → 1 month in 2021 and 1 month in 2022 
 

*The dates and the calendar of the stays will be specified in agreement with 
the organizers and according to the sanitary conditions. 

 
 
¡VIVA VILLA! FESTIVAL, EDITION 2022 
 

• Dates: October 2022 - January 2023 
 

• Venue: Collection Lambert in Avignon, France 
 

• Organizers: French Academy in Rome - Villa Medici, Casa de Velázquez in 
Madrid, Villa Kujoyama in Kyoto, and Collection Lambert in Avignon. 

 
 

 
WHO IS THIS OPEN CALL FOR? 
 
The call for applications is intended for French-speaking curators, without 
nationality criteria or age limit, who have previously curated collective and 
multidisciplinary exhibitions. 
 
Candidates wishing to apply must submit a dossier summarizing their research axes 
or fields of specialization. In addition, they may also give directions for actions 
planned for the public (visitors, associations, schoolchildren, etc.). 
 
The project can develop links with other artistic scenes and research centers from all 
continents. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MISSIONS OF THE CURATOR 
 
The co-curators (the curator in residence and the curator of the Collection Lambert) 
will be in charge, in dialogue with the four project organizers, of the conception of a 
curatorial project aiming at the realization of a collective exhibition, an associated 
cultural and artistic program and the publication of a catalogue. 
 
In collaboration with the co-curator, the curator-in-residence commits to: 
 

• Meet all of the artists, creators and researchers in residence within the three 
organizing structures (circa 75-100 artists); 
 

• Propose a selection among the artists, creators and researchers in residence 
in 2021 and 2022 at the French Academy in Rome - Villa Medici, the Casa de 
Velázquez and the Villa Kujoyama who will participate in the 2022 edition of 
the ¡Viva Villa! festival; 

 
• Conceive and write a presentation text of the artists’ selection; 

 
• Select the works that will compose the corpus of the exhibition and identify 

their rights of presentation and reproduction; 
 

• Coordinate the preparatory phases of the exhibition with the organizing 
teams; 

 
• Co-develop events aimed at the public (meetings, conferences, screenings, 

concerts, performances, etc.); 
 

• Participate in the elaboration of a project of educational actions for a specific 
public, in collaboration with the team of the Collection Lambert; 

 
• Write the catalogue and ensure the follow-up of its production (publication 

planned for the inauguration of the festival in October 2022); 
 

• Participate in the drafting of communication and mediation material and in 
the promotion of the exhibition in collaboration with the organizing teams; 

 
• Participate in the construction of the visibility of the festival, particularly on 

social networks and digital support, in collaboration with the communication 
teams; 

 
• Participate in the preparation, assembly and dismantling meetings as well as 

in the associated events; 
 

• Ensure a presence during the opening week of the festival; 
 

• Conduct tours of the exhibition for the partners, sponsors, the press and the 
festival’s mediation teams during the duration of the exhibition. 

 
 



SUBMISSION OF APPLICATIONS AND SELECTION 
 

• Deadline for sending the applications: Monday, January 25, 2021 at 1:00 pm 
(Central European Time). 
 

• The application form is to be completed online via the platform available at 
the following link: https://residence-curatoriale.vivavilla.info/ 

 
• Applications will be pre-selected by a committee consisting of representatives 

of the four organizing institutions. An audition by videoconference will be 
organized for the shortlisted candidates. 

 
• Candidates shortlisted for the auditions will be informed by email. 

 
• Announcement of the selected application: February 2021 

 
 

REQUIRED DOCUMENTS 
 

• Application form duly completed on the following platform:  
https://residence-curatoriale.vivavilla.info/ 
 

• Photocopy of both sides of a valid identity document; 
 

• Biography of the curator (or of the collective, if applicable) indicating training 
and research; and CV presenting the list of projects and exhibitions carried 
out, including short descriptions and visuals (in the case of exhibitions); 

 
• A dossier presenting the applicant’s motivations as well as a description of 

one or more recent projects representative of the curator’s approach (10 
pages maximum); 

 
• Corpus of texts, reviews or catalogs written or co-edited; 

 
• The application dossier may contain publications, videos, sound recordings 

and any document that the curator deems useful to communicate to the 
selection committee (to be transmitted via hyperlinks). 

 
 

 
ALL TEXTS MUST BE WRITTEN IN FRENCH. 
ALL DOCUMENTS MUST BE IMPORTED ON THE PLATFORM IN PDF FORMAT ONLY. 
 
 
 

https://residence-curatoriale.vivavilla.info/ 
For any information by email: residence-curatoriale@vivavilla.info 

 
 
 

 

https://residence-curatoriale.vivavilla.info/
https://residence-curatoriale.vivavilla.info/
https://residence-curatoriale.vivavilla.info/
mailto:residence-curatoriale@vivavilla.info


CONDITIONS OF RESIDENCY 
 
Accommodation 
Within each residency, the curator-in-residence will have at his/her disposal a 
housing and collective living spaces to carry out his/her appointments. 
These residencies are valid for individuals only (spouses and children cannot be 
accommodated, animals are not allowed). The rules and regulations of the hosting 
institutions will be sent to the curator before the stays. 
 
Support by organizing teams 
The curator-in-residence will benefit from artistic and administrative support 
throughout the project. All phases of the curatorial project will be coordinated with 
the festival's organizing teams in charge of production, administrative services and 
technical and logistical teams. 
 
Amount of the grant and related costs covered 
A residency grant will be awarded for a total amount of 10,000 euros (gross). 
A maximum budget of 5,000 euros will be allocated to the curator-in-residence to 
cover his or her expenses (travel to and from Avignon, Kyoto, Madrid and Rome; and 
research) upon presentation of supporting invoices and receipts. 
 
To facilitate the curator's mobility, the ¡Viva Villa! festival will cover his/her 
transportation to and from his/her country of origin and his/her accommodation 
during the preparation of the montage and launch of the festival at the Collection 
Lambert (Avignon, France) in October 2022. 
 
Administrative procedures 
Each hosting institution will support the curator in his/her administrative 
procedures (obtaining a visa, etc.). 
 
Legal framework 
A co-curation contract will be made between the organizers and the curator-in-
residence as soon as he or she has been selected. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 



PRESENTATION OF THE¡VIVA VILLA! FESTIVAL 
 
Created in 2016 on the initiative of the Casa de Velázquez in Madrid, Villa Kujoyama 
in Kyoto and the French Academy in Rome - Villa Medici, the ¡Viva Villa! festival was 
born from a common desire to create a regular event in the form of a manifestation 
presented in France and bringing together artists, creators and researchers hosted 
in these three French art residencies located abroad. 
 
After five editions presented in Paris, Marseille and Avignon, the festival is taking on 
a new impetus and reinventing its format: the multidisciplinary collective exhibition 
bringing together the residents of the three institutions will now take place every 
two years. This biennial will showcase the work of artists, creators and researchers 
from each residency and from 2 years groups, representing between 50 and 70 
talents. 
 
In 2022, the event will take place at the Collection Lambert in Avignon (France), 
which becomes an associate partner for this pilot edition of the biennial of artist 
residencies. The exhibition as well as the associated cultural program (films cycle, 
live performances) will be jointly designed by Stéphane Ibars, Deputy Artistic 
Director of the Collection Lambert and co-curator of the 2022 edition of the festival, 
alongside a curator-in-residence who will be selected following the international call 
for applications. 
 
In alternation with the biennial editions, ¡Viva Villa! will organize an event in Paris 
dedicated to professional exchanges and networking between artists, observers and 
actors of the cultural sector. Starting in 2021, professional meetings, conferences, 
workshops and performances will be held over a few days to contribute to a 
collective understanding of the challenges and changes in models of support for 
creation, including artist residencies. This initiative with a professional and cultural 
aim is also part of a consolidated approach to support creators in their post-
residency careers, according to a collaborative approach between cultural 
structures. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



THE ORGANIZERS OF THE PROJECT  
 
French Academy in Rome – Villa Medici 
Founded in 1666 by Louis XIV, the French Academy in 
Rome - Villa Medici is a French establishment located, 
since 1803, in the Villa Medici, a 16th-century villa 
surrounded by a seventeen-acre park, on Mount Pincio, 
in the heart of Rome. 
A national public institution under the authority of the 
Ministry of Culture, the French Academy in Rome – Villa 
Medici fulfils three complementary missions: to 
welcome high-level artists, creators and art historians 

in residence for one-year stays or shorter; to set up a cultural and artistic 
programme that includes all fields of the arts and creation and is aimed at a broad 
audience; to conserve, restore, study, and make its architectural and landscape 
heritage, as well as its art collections, known to the public. 
 

DISCOVER THE RESIDENCY PROGRAMS OF THE FRENCH ACADEMY IN ROME - VILLA MEDICI 
 
 

Casa de Velázquez 
Created in 1920 in Madrid, the Casa de Velázquez has 
been a place of life and creation for almost a century, 
allowing artists from diverse geographical and cultural 
backgrounds – about fifty each year – to present their 
work and their singular expressions. It has the 
particularity of welcoming in residence researchers in 
the Human Sciences and Social Sciences. 
It is part of the network of five French Schools abroad, 
under the supervision of the French Ministry of 
Education, Research and Innovation. Casa de 

Velázquez’s activities are largely international in scope, with a particular focus on 
the Iberian Peninsula, the Maghreb and Latin America. 
 

DISCOVER THE RESIDENCY PROGRAMS OF THE CASA DE VELÁZQUEZ 
 
 

Villa Kujoyama 
Nestled on the heights of Kyoto, Villa Kujoyama is a 
multidisciplinary artistic residency, which since 1992 has 
welcomed established and emerging artists wishing to 
develop a project in connection with Japan. Nearly 400 
artists have stayed there since its creation and have 
participated in the recognition of its expertise as a 
prescriptive place for intercultural cooperation and 
French-Japanese creation. 
Today, Villa Kujoyama is one of the most prestigious 

artistic residencies that France administers abroad, in coordination with the Institut 
français - the cultural operator of the French Ministry of Europe and Foreign Affairs. 
It is fully positioned to support the mobility of artists with research programs, from 
2 to 6 months, designed to promote a better understanding of practices, from fine 

 

https://www.villamedici.it/fr/les-residences/
https://www.casadevelazquez.org/la-casa/candidatures-artistes/


crafts to digital creation without forgetting the visual and performing arts. 
Supported by its main sponsor, the Bettencourt Schueller Foundation since 2014, 
Villa Kujoyama deploys an ambitious project on a daily basis in synergy with 
numerous professionals from all sectors of activity. 
 

DISCOVER THE RESIDENCY PROGRAMS OF THE VILLA KUJOYAMA 
 
 

Collection Lambert 
After hosting ¡Viva Villa! in 2019 and 2020, the 
Collection Lambert will be a partner of the festival for 
the 2022 edition. 
 
The Collection Lambert in Avignon is a unique museum 
of contemporary art, born on the initiative of an art 
dealer and collector, Yvon Lambert, who donated to 
the State an exceptional collection of major works of 
the second half of the 20th century and the beginning 

of the 21st. Housed in two magnificent 18th century hôtels particuliers in the heart of 
Avignon, the Collection Lambert presents ambitious exhibitions and a varied cultural 
and educational program, with the support of the State, the City of Avignon, the 
Region, the Department and private sponsors. 
  
When the museum was created in 2000, the works of Yvon Lambert were on 
deposit and the Collection occupied only the Hôtel de Caumont. A donation of more 
than 550 works to the State was officialized in 2012 and an architectural project, led 
by architects Cyrille and Laurent Berger, brought the museum's surface area to 
nearly 5,000 m2 in 2015, with the addition of the Hôtel de Montfaucon and the 
development of an auditorium. 
 
The collection is made up of works by artists as varied and renowned as Jean-Michel 
Basquiat, Miquel Barceló, Sol LeWitt, Robert Ryman, Lawrence Weiner, Nan Goldin, 
Andres Serrano, Christian Boltanski, Daniel Buren, Douglas Gordon, Cy Twombly, 
Niele Toroni, Bertand Lavier, Claire Fontaine, Miroslaw Balka, Adel Abdessemed and 
Francesco Vezzoli, with ensembles often without equivalent in other French 
collections. 
 
An exhibition composed of a regularly renewed selection of works from the collection 
is on permanent display in the Hôtel de Caumont, with a focus on certain 
movements or artists particularly well represented in the collection, while the Hôtel 
de Montfaucon hosts temporary exhibitions in two annual cycles. 
 

DISCOVER THE PROGRAMS OF THE COLLECTION LAMBERT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.villakujoyama.jp/demain/
http://collectionlambert.com/en/


Stéphane Ibars, Deputy Artistic Director of the Collection Lambert and co-curator of 
the ¡Viva Villa! 2022 festival. 
 
Stéphane Ibars joined the Collection Lambert team in 2006 to develop 
communication, cultural programming (symposia, conferences, films screenings, 
meetings, readings, concerts, music festivals), dance-performance programs and 
partnerships with regional, national and international cultural structures. He then 
became one of its curators and is currently its Deputy Artistic Director. 
 
At the same time, he teaches contemporary art history, aesthetics and the history 
of counter-cultures in various universities (Nîmes, Montpellier, Avignon), at the École 
Supérieure d’Art d’Avignon, and is developing an activity as an independent curator 
through which he questions the links between contemporary art and counter-
cultures. 
 
His objects of study are: the appearance of the new American avant-gardes in the 
1960-1970’s and their influence on the art of the last 40 years; the alternative New 
York art scenes in the 1980-1990’s; feminist artistic practices; and the relationship 
between contemporary art scenes and counter-cultures. 
 
Some exhibitions at the Collection Lambert: 
 
Je reflèterai ce que tu es (l'intime dans la Collection Lambert); De leur Temps 6, 
Collectionner au XXIe siècle (ADIAF), Basquiat Remix (Basquiat, Picasso, Matisse, 
Twombly); Miryam Haddad, Le sommeil n'est pas un lieu sûr; Various Days (Delgado + 
Fuchs, Zimoun); Francesco Vezzoli, Le lacrime dei poeti (Francesco Vezzoli looks at Cy 
Twombly, Louise Lawler, Giulio Paolini); Claire Tabouret, Les veilleurs; Knusa / Insert 
Coins (Cindy Van Acker, Christian Lutz); Mémoires sauvées du vent (Young graduates 
from schools in Marseille, Arles, Avignon); Amos Gitai, Chronicle of an Assassination 
Announced; Lawrence Weiner, De l’autre côté du fleuve; and the hanging of the fund. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 


