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ECLAIRE

A ROME, LA VILLAMEDICIS
ET LA MARQUE ZILLI SUNISSENT
POUR EXPOSER LES GEUVRES
RECENTES DE PIERRE SOULAGES.
LES DEUX ACTEURS DE CE
PARTENARIAT FECOND
RACONTENT LEUR ENGAGEMENT
ET EVOQUENT L'UN DES

- MATTRES DE LART ABSTRAIT.
PROPOS RECUEILLIS PAR

| Gabrielle de Montmorin

Le peintre Pierre Soulages
dans son atelier & Paris.

- The painterPlerre Soulages~ [

= i his Paris studio. - lers pomes
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Zilli en quelques dates

1970 Alain Schimel rachéte latelier lyonnais de
Theofilo Zill. 1990 Commande de toiles au
peintre lyonnais Georges Damin pour les boutiques
de Londres et de Paris. 2005 Partenaire de
Lhomme paré, Musée des arts décoratifs, Paris.
Depuis 2007 Méceéne de la Biennale dart
contemporain, Lyon. Depuis 2010 Mécene de
la Biennale de la danse, Lyon. Partenaire de la
villa Médicis, Rome. 2011 Premiére maison
d'habillement masculin @ recevoir le |abel
Entreprise du patrimoine vivant. 2012 Inscrit &
l'inventaire des métiers rares (Unesco).

1970 Alain Schimel buys Theofilo Zillis Lyon
workshop. 1990 Commissions works by Lyon artist
Georges Damin for the brand’s London and Paris
stores. 2005 FPartner in the exhibition “L'homme
pare,” Musée des Arts Décoratifs, Paris. Since 2007
Patron of the Biennale dArt Contemporain de Lyon.
Since 2010 Patron of the Lyon Dance Biennale.
Partner of the Villa Médicis, Rome. 2011 First mens-
wear house to receive the Entreprise du Patrimoine
Vivant (Living Heritage Enterprise) label. 2012
Listed on UNESCOS Inventory of Rare Art Profes-
sions of France.

La politique d'exposition de la villa Medicis
doit-elle refiéter le rayonnement de la France ?
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Il s'agit donc de la premiere exposition consacrée
a Soulages en Italie. ..
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Le travail de Soulages fait pourtant penser au noir. ..

EC Pour b premicre fois, il y aura un tableau
enricrement blane, qui n® jamais éeé montre. Ce
tubleau ne vient pas contredire le Fait que Soulages
(& |||'-I.l_;!'.|||\| et du T, ol de ].l?'\lll't'lll M
comme 1l ame o le dive, 1 i||!.1\] I'l'{{...HHI'l'\ dSPects
de s erearion 1|I|'l'|‘. I'_'l_'l]('l':il O e VoIt s,

AS Le noir wexisee pas sansle blane, Eneela,
le rravail de Soulages est Fascinant, courageus,

unmigue ersurtout plein de logigue.

Comment exposer trente ceuvres de peinture
abstraite dans un lieu de la Renaissance ?
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Villa Médicis.

VISIONARY
PATRONAGE

The Villa Médicis and the Zilli label join hands for
an exhibition of Pierre Soulages’ recent works.

Alain Schimel, CEO of the Lyon-based Zilli brand, fell in
love with Rome on his first trip there in 1965. Eric de Chassey
is director of Villa Médicis in Rome, which is hosting the first
Italian exhibition of the contemporary French painter Pierre
Soulages, “Soulages XXIst Century.” The event sponsor and
the exhibition curator share viewpoints.

Should the Villa Médicis’ exhibition policy reflect the
international influence of France?

Eric de Chassey My goal is to promote a French concept
of culture. Our programming is extremely open. We want
to show the most interesting contemporary artists working
today; if they are French, even better, but it's not a requirement.

Alain Schimel | am extremely attached to this place.
Meeting Frédéric Mitterrand, the previous director, inspired
me to become a patron three years ago. Supparting exhibi-
tions in this French venue isindeed in line with Zilli's values.

This is the first Soulages exhibition heldin Italy ...

EC And it is hard to say exactly why this Is so. | think
that Italians were primarily interested in American art,
even though Lucio Fontana visited Soulages in hisstudioin
the 1950s, as did a certain number of Italian art critics.

AS Itisvery interesting that this show, developed in con-
Junction with the Lyon Musée des Beaux-Arts, illustrates the
modernity of one of the great contemporary French painters.

Why “Soulages XXIst Century"?

EC To show that Soulages is a contemporary artist, not
just a major historical artist. The idea is to examine a part
of his work, by exhibiting the most experimental aspects
of output over the last ten years: paintings with alternating
smooth and relief surfaces, collages with elements of white.
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Eric de Chassey
en quelques dates

1997 Commissaire de l'exposition Abstraction-
Abstractions : Géomélries provisoires, Musée d'art
moderne de Saint-Etienne. 1998 Publication de
La violence décorative, Matisse.dans lart américain.
2005 Organisateur de Stroll onl, Mamco, Genéve.
2009 Directeur de lAcadémie de France-Villa
Médicis, Rome. 2010 Organisateur de Jean-Auguste
Dominique Ingres-Ellsworth Kelly, Villa Médicis.
2013 Organisateur de Soulages XX siecle.

1997 Curator of “Abstraction-Abstractions:
Géométries provisoires,” Musée dart moderne de
Saint-Etienne. 1998 Publication of La Violence déco-
rative, Matisse dans l'art americain. 2005 Organizes
“Stroll onl," MAMCO, Geneva. 2009 Director Acadeé-
mie de France-Villa Médicis, Rome. 2010 Organizes
“Jean-Auguste Dominique Ingres-Ellsworth Kelly" Villa
Meédicis. 2013 Organizes "Soulages XXIst Century.”

Yet black is what comes to mind when thinking about
Soulages'art ...

EC For the first time, there will be an entirely white
painting, which has never been exhibited before. This work
does not contradict the fact that Soulages is a great painter
of black, or outrenoir (ultrablack), as he likes to call it. It
illustrates other, lesser-known aspects of his work.

AS Black cannot exist without white. In that, Soulages’
work is fascinating, courageous, unique and above all, ex-
tremely logical.

How do you exhibit 30 abstract paintings in a Renais-
sance building?

EC We opted fora minimalistic presentation that would
allow visitors to view each work individually. We will hang
paintings in the main staircase leading to the exhibition
rooms. It's unusual, and should be spectacular. |
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